
WINTER 2017

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Lafarge in Exshaw would like to keep you in the loop on our activities. We have a 
Community Liaison Committee (CLC), a website and we distribute this newsletter. 
Questions or concerns? Call our community hotline: 403.673.5220
If you would like to receive information from Lafarge in a timely way, please email 
info@lafarge.com and we will ensure you receive news on the plant or operations 
as soon as it’s available. 14

Join Us at The Lafarge Exshaw Open House

During the Open House, partners from the University of Calgary, Pembina Institute, 
Geocycle and Millennium (Human Health experts) as well as Lafarge experts will share 
information through a series of five booth displays. Plant Manager, Jim Bachmann, will 
also give a presentation at 7 p.m. to guests on the overall concepts and principals of 
low-carbon fuels.
“Our kilns are set up to use natural gas but they can be adapted to burn low-carbon 
fuels as well, including fuels that may be better for the environment. We are all faced 
with reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions - at the gas pump, in our homes, at the 
industrial level - and we want to be a proactive leader in this. We want to work closely 
with the community and low-carbon fuels experts to determine the best approach to 
make Lafarge more sustainable,” said Jim Bachmann, Plant Manager. 
The Open House will cover topics including:
· Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA)
· air quality monitoring
· potential alternative fuels
· potential plant layouts to show where facilities would be placed on the Lafarge site.
“We want to hear early and often from the community as we begin to explore low-
carbon fuels opportunities,” said Bachmann. “It is important to work together and 
analyze multiple scenarios and ensure the best solution is selected which properly 
balances environmental protection, stakeholder socio-economic factors, and 
company profitability.”
General plant updates will also be shared including dust suppression, flood mitigation, 
light management, scholarship winners and upcoming community programs and 
support initiatives. Feedback and questions will be gathered and answers shared 
with Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) and in our Lafarge Exshaw newsletter.

Two Exshaw students each received a $5,000 scholarship from 
Lafarge in Exshaw to help them pursue their ambitious post-
secondary goals. Cheyenne Blaser and Kate-Lynn Lautamus 
were both recognized for being excellent students, active 
volunteers and strong leaders in their communities. 
Cheyenne is attending Mount Royal University to pursue a 
Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice with a minor in Psychology. 
An active volunteer in her community who describes herself as 
a “nurturer and a caregiver at heart,” Cheyenne is particularly 
interested in addressing social trends and humanitarian 
issues within the criminal justice system. She says, “Once 
my schooling is complete, I have the full intention of using my 
degree and knowledge to help those in the Bow Valley who 
need justice and support within our criminal justice system.” 
Cheyenne was instrumental in coordinating relief efforts after 
the 2013 floods, organizing and distributing donated items 
and providing childcare during the rebuilding process. In 2014, 
Cheyenne represented the MD of Bighorn as a youth delegate 
at the provincial Vitalize Conference in Calgary. Cheyenne is 
described by her references as “an incredible young woman 
with a depth of character unusual in her age group.”
Kate-Lynn’s education plans have taken her to Vancouver Island 
University in Nanaimo, BC, where she is pursuing a Bachelor 
of Science. Her focus is the natural world and environmental 

conservation with the goal of contributing to environmentally 
conscious development in the Bow Valley and in Canada.  
Kate-Lynn says, “I hope to not only protect the environment  
we live in, but to also allow it to be used to our advantage in  
a sustainable way.”  
A dedicated volunteer with the local SPCA, a past-employee 
at Canmore Chrysler and an important part of the 2013 flood 
relief efforts, Kate-Lynn has a strong sense of community 
and is described as having a “strong moral character and 
compassionate nature.” 
Both candidates are grateful for Lafarge’s positive impact  
in their communities and for the financial support, which will 
allow them to pursue their post-secondary education goals. 
In 2014, Lafarge in Exshaw announced the creation of a 
$315,000 endowment fund that would be used to support 
two $5,000 scholarships per year for future leaders in the 
Exshaw and Lac Des Arcs communities who are pursuing 
post-secondary training or education. The Lafarge Education 
Endowment Fund is managed by the Banff Canmore 
Community Foundation.

Exshaw Students Receive Post-Secondary Scholarship

We want to hear from you. Join us on February 15 from 4 to 8 p.m. in the Exshaw School 
Gym to ask questions about our early-stage explorations into low-carbon fuels.

“ We want to work closely with the community 
and low-carbon fuels experts to determine 
the best approach to make Lafarge more 
sustainable,” said Jim Bachmann, Plant 
Manager.

AIR QUALITY MONITORING 
WEBSITE 
· We have launched a new air

quality monitoring website
to show residents real-time
particulate levels in the community

· Data is verified and provided
in weekly and monthly air
quality reports made available
to the public on the website and
provided to Alberta Environment
and Parks

· Summaries are provided for
particulate levels, sulphur and
nitrogen dioxide; meterological
summaries are also shown

· Visit http://airquality.ca/clients/
Lafarge_Public/ for more
information.

PLANT OPERATIONS 
UPDATES

FUGITIVE DUST PROGRAM
· We are examining extensive hydroseeding and paving

opportunities in and around the project area this spring
to support dust suppression

· A wheel wash system for trucks is being investigated
to enhance the existing cattle guard dust catchment
to reduce the potential for dirt to be tracked onto the
1A Highway.

LIGHT POLLUTION PREVENTION
· We will take night photos of the plant in February 2017 to

compare with May and September of 2016 to show lighting
changes over the course of the year

· Now that construction is complete, 93 of 220 lights
have been turned off

· Vertical Raw Mill Cyclones and Blend Silos lights have
been set to a timer

· A fabrication shield will be trialed for the Vertical Cement
Mill LED lights

· All lights are LED and night sky compliant
· We will conduct a light survey in the Spring of 2017.

FLOOD MITIGATION SUPPORT
· We have completed our project to clear debris from the

Exshaw Creek Dam and reinforce the banks of the creek
below with large rip rap.

NEW WINDRIDGE MONITORING STATION
· Site preparation underway
· Monitoring TSP (Total Suspended Particulate), PM10

and PM2.5
· Compliant with provincial government regulations

Thanks to input on plant 
operations from members of 
our surrounding communities 
we have been able to identify 
and move forward with the 
following initiatives:

continued on back page

Apply before April 28, 2017 for the Lafarge Education 
Endowment Fund. Visit www.banffcanmorecf.org for 
more information.

PLANT OPERATIONS UPDATES CONTINUED
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These young visitors were onsite as part of a trial resource 
education program developed by Lafarge Exshaw Cement 
Plant and Canmore Museum & Geoscience Centre. The Lafarge 
Learning: Alberta Rocks & Minerals Program was offered to 
over 300 students from 9 classes and six schools.
As part of the curriculum, students visit the Canmore Museum 
& Geoscience Centre, take part in a classroom-based lesson 
and tour the Lafarge Exshaw Cement Plant. Through a series 
of hands-on activities, students learn how to identify rocks 
and minerals, discover where they are found and mined in 
the province, and recognize past, present and future uses. 
Students learn the specific recipe for making cement, its 
economic impact, and gain an understanding of the importance 
of construction materials in our daily lives, from building homes 
to larger infrastructure projects. 
“Creating opportunities for education is an important part 
of what we do. It has been great to work so closely on this 
program with our community partners to help students from  
the Bow Valley learn more about the local geology and how  
it connects to building the communities we live in. It’s exciting  
to see the look on the children’s faces when they learn these  
rocks and minerals date back almost 300 million years,”  
said Jim Bachmann, Plant Manager. 
Throughout the program, students are taught about historic 
and current mining practices in the Bow Valley. They also 
learn about Lafarge’s cement manufacturing process, safety 
initiatives, environmental stewardship and sustainability 

Lafarge Launches Learning  
Program for Grade 3 Students

activities. Each student is presented with a Lafarge Junior 
Geologist Certificate after the completion of the Lafarge 
Learning: Alberta Rocks & Minerals Program.

Lafarge Learning: Alberta Rocks & Minerals Program is 
aligned with Alberta Education’s Science Curriculum and the 
Teacher Effectiveness Framework model. Its aim is to increase 
knowledge of materials that comprise the Earth’s crust and 
build skills in classifying these materials. Grade 3 teachers at 
Elizabeth Rummel School said the partnership was the highlight 
of the year for many students. 
“This partnership created an authentic and intellectually 
engaging program for all learners. It has been an amazing, 
hands-on opportunity for students and we look forward to 
participating in the years to come,” said Liz Wuitschik,  
grade 3 teacher at Elizabeth Rummel School.
Next, Lafarge will develop and launch Lafarge Learning: 
Science, Technology & Society Program for Grade 7  
Students to be trialed in 2017.

JOIN US IN 
FEBRUARY 
2017
Mark your calendars. 
Meet with Lafarge 
staff experts and our 
research partners on 
February 15 from 4 to 
8 p.m. in the Exshaw 
School Gym and ask 
questions about our 
early-stage explorations 
into low-carbon fuels.

 

feb.15

You may have seen school buses pulling into the Exshaw Plant this past year and groups  
of grade 3 students at the overlook posing for photos in front of a loader. 

“ This partnership created an authentic and intellectually 
engaging program for all learners. It has been an 
amazing, hands-on opportunity for students and we 
look forward to participating in the years to come,” 
said Liz Wuitschik, grade 3 teacher at Elizabeth 
Rummel School.

The Winter Issue of Alberta Construction  
Magazine has named Exshaw’s  
modernization and expansion the 2016  
Top Industrial Project Over $50-million.
The project was recognized for its environmental achievements, its economic impact from 
increased production capacity and for overcoming challenging mountain weather scenarios. 
The project was specifically acknowledged for achieving a significant accomplishment of  
nearly three-million man hours without a lost-time incident.
An award presentation was held November 30, 2016 in Edmonton at the Royal Glenora  
Club and was attended by Lafarge employees Peter Yurkiw, Lafarge Edmonton Precast 
General Manager; Don Zakariasen, Director of Marketing, Concrete Products at Lafarge  
North America; and Exshaw Plant Production Manager Katherine Strachan.
“It’s great to get recognition from the construction industry after such a large undertaking. It 
really shows how important our plant is when it comes to industry growth in Alberta. It’s also 
a really great nod to our safety operations and the significant achievements we made with this 
project,” said Strachan.
Fourteen commercial, civil, institutional design and sustainability projects were recognized.  
The Project of the Year was awarded to Rogers Place arena in Edmonton. Another local project, 
Banff Upper Gondola Terminal, was named Top Commercial Project Under $50-million and 
People’s Choice Award. Other notable winners include the Royal Alberta Museum, Eau Claire 
Tower, and National Music Centre’s Studio Bell. 

“ It’s great to get 
recognition from the 
construction industry 
after such a large 
undertaking. It really 
shows how important 
our plant is when it 
comes to industry 
growth in Alberta. It’s 
also a really great nod 
to our safety operations 
and the significant 
achievements we made 
with this project,” said 
Kate Strachan, Exshaw 
Plant Production 
Manager.

Exshaw Modernization 
Wins 2016 Top Projects 
Award
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more information.
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